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SUBJ: SRI LANKA POSITION ON BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION 
REE: STATE 040761 

1 . DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH EMBOFF ON MARCH 20 AND APRIL 8 
AT MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MDFA), DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR UN AND CONFERENCE DIVISION KATHIRAMALAINATHAN 
MADE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS CONCERNING BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 
CONVENTION: 

2. GSL HAS NO IMMEDIATE PLANS TO RATIFY CONVENTION AND IS 
STILL IN PROCESS PREPARING POSITION PAPER FOR CABINET 
CONSIDERATION. RESERVATIONS EXIST WITHIN MDEA BECAUSE OF 
ABSENCE OF PROVISIONS FOR VERIFICATION AND PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATION OF CONVENTION AND, TO LESSER DEGREE, BECAUSE 
SMALL NATIONS HAD LITTLE INFLUENCE ON TERMS OF CONVENTION 
DRAFTED BY "GREAT POWERS". PREOCCUPATION WITH OTHER 
ISSUES MAKES RATIFICATION OF MARGINAL PRIORITY TO GSL. 
POSITION OF USG IN FAVOR OF WIDEST POSSIBLE RATIFICATION 
CONVEYED TO SENIOR LEVELS OE GSL. SOVIET EMBASSY HAS ALSO 
APPROACHED MDFA TO ENCOURAGE RATIEICATION. 
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3. COMMENT: LIKE GSL POSITION ON NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATY, GSL SEEMS TO VIEW ITS RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN OTHER 
COUNTRIES AS OF GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN RATIFICATION OF 
CONVENTION. THERE WAS SUGGESTION IN KATHIRAMALAINATHAN'S 
REMARKS THAT, WHERE POSSIBLE, GSL WOULD PREFER TO FOLLOW 
PRC LEAD IN RESPECT TO BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION AND 
SOME OTHER MAJOR ISSUES OF GLOBAL SCOPE. 

VAN HOT.LEN 
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